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Can’t find the information you need?

Please ask in school and we will do our best to answer your questions.
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Welcome to

Derwent Primary School
Believe Academy Trust, the governors and I wish to extend a warm
welcome to all new parents, carers and children. We hope that our
prospectus will provide you with helpful information and some
understanding of the philosophy, aims and organisation of the school.
We are a caring and hardworking staff. Our aim is to work with you to
enable all children to achieve their full potential. They will be
encouraged to always do their best and succeed as individuals. We
will provide equality and opportunity and promote high standards in
all aspects of school life.
We hope your child will settle happily into school and that you will
take advantage of the many opportunities offered to strengthen links
between home and school. There will be regular opportunities for you
to find out about your child’s progress and see their work.

Julie Housden
Headteacher
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Our Mission Statement
We believe every child starts school with skills, abilities and needs
different from all other children. We will work in partnership with
parents, carers and others in the community to help every child do
his or her very best.

Statement of Curriculum Aims:
At Derwent we do our best to make sure that all children:
Want to learn all their lives
Learn all they need for life
Remember loving learning

Statement of Belief in Ourselves:
Each one of us is great: together we are amazing.

Every time we have assembly we all say together:
We are all great:
By working together and playing together
May we learn to see the good in each other
Know that we are amazing people
And always treat each other well.
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Admissions to the school
Derby City Local Authority is the admissions authority for the school. Places are
allocated by the LA in line with their admissions policy.
Contact details are as follows:
School Organisation and Provision
Children and Young People’s Directorate
Derby City Council
Corporation Street
Derby
DE1 2FS
Tel: 01332 642730
The standard admission number is 45. Children are admitted to the reception year in the
September of the school year in which they will be five. Parents have the right to defer their
child’s admission to the term after their fifth birthday, should they choose. Applications for
places in years other than reception should also be addressed to Derby City LA. Once a place is
allocated, a child will be admitted as soon as possible.
This is an inclusive school that welcomes all pupils. The buildings are on one level and are
suitable for wheelchair access. Disabled toilets are situated in the main school.
Visits to the school are welcomed by appointment

School hours
Foundation Stage 1 (Nursery & Little Learners)
Morning session: 8.45am - 11.45am
Afternoon session: 12.30pm - 3.30pm
Foundation Stage 2 (Reception)
Morning session: 8.45am - 11.45am
Afternoon session: 12.45pm - 3.15pm
Key Stages One and Two (Y1—Y6)

8.50am - 3.15pm
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Attendance






We have to keep strict records of children’s attendance.
If your child is late or does not come to school you should let us
know (01332 346222)
We will phone you if we have no message by 8.50am
If your child has an appointment in school time please bring the
appointment card to the school office.
Holidays are not permitted in school time. If you have an exceptional
reason why your child needs to be on holiday in school time please
ask to speak to Mrs Boyd or Mr McLachlan.

Remember you must send your
child to school every day on time.
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School Uniform
Royal blue jumper, cardigan or
fleece. White polo shirt.

Plain grey or black
trousers or skirts.

Safe, flat shoes

PE kit on PE days
Indoor: black shorts, white tee shirt
Outdoor: Plain black sweatshirt, track suit bottoms
CHANGE OF FLAT SHOES FOR OUTSIDE.
INDOORS CHILDREN HAVE BARE FEET.
Derwent Primary School uniform is available to order on the Tesco website.
https://www.tesco.com/direct/derwent-primary-school/17786.school

Remember to put your child’s name in their clothing!
Jewellery
The only items of jewellery permitted in school are plain stud earrings,
watches and items related to religious observance. All jewellery must be removed for PE lessons. If pupils are unable to remove earrings, they should
not be worn on PE days. Pupils are responsible for looking after their own
items.
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What will my child learn and why?
At Derwent staff work together to make sure that all children:
 Want to learn all their lives
 Learn all they need for life
 Remember loving learning
Early Years Foundation Stage (Nursery & Reception)
Children work within their unit across the stage and follow the Statutory Foundation Stage Curriculum. The
children are assessed through teacher observation and this is recorded on “Tapestry”. This is shared with
parents online by an app. You are able to see this and add your comments on their learning and experiences
at home.

KEY STAGE 1 & KEY STAGE 2 (Years One to Six)
All children follow the National Curriculum. The Core Subjects are Literacy, Numeracy, Science, Computing. The
Foundation Subjects are History, Geography, Design & Technology, Music, Art, Physical Education, Personal,
Social & Health Education, Religious Education and French, Children are assessed through teacher observation,
the work they do in class (both spoken and written) and by tests.
Children will take phonics screening check in Year 1.
Children take Statutory Assessments (SATs) in Year 2 and Year 6.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Derwent Primary School is non-denominational. R.E. and assemblies are in accordance with Derby City ‘Agreed
Syllabus for Religious Education’.

BRITISH VALUES
As a school we promote the ‘Fundamental British Values ‘ of:





Democracy
The rule of law
Individual liberty
Mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs

HEALTH AND DRUGS EDUCATION
Health and Drugs Education is taught throughout the school: children also have sex and relationships
education. All this teaching is in accordance with the needs of the children and their age.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
All the children take part in P.E. In the Foundation Stage this takes place within the provision for learning across
the day. From Year One to Year Six there are at least two hours of PE for each child every week. Year 3 children
also have swimming lessons. A note from parents is necessary if they wish children to be excused from P.E. for
any medical reason. Children will only be excused on a long term basis if we have a doctor’s note.
PE Kit: Children must change out of their everyday clothes into appropriate clothing for reasons
of safety and hygiene. Children who forget their PE kit will use school PE kit and will join in.
Children can not wear earrings for P.E.
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Special Educational Needs
All pupils are integrated into the life of school, regardless of their needs. Where a child has an acute
special need, additional support may be identified via Educational Health and Care Plan (EHC Plan).
Children with lesser levels of need will be supported via ‘SEN Support’.
We meet the individual needs of children through a range of measures as follows:








Differentiated work
Additional in class support
Targeted small group work
One to one support
Special Provision for lunchtimes/playtimes
Pastoral care and support
Partner working with parents and support agencies

School Meals
School meals are £2.15 (£10.75 per week). We serve healthy meals which always include a vegetarian
option. School meals are free for all infant children (F2, Y1 & Y2).

Dinner money should be sent at the beginning of the week in an envelope with your child’s
name and class.
Application forms for free school meals can be obtained from the school office.









Your child might be able to get free school meals if you get any of the following:
Income Support
Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
The guaranteed element of Pension Credit
Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual
gross income of no more than £16,190)
Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit
Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household income must be less
£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get)

Packed Lunches
Parents may choose the packed lunch option. In line with our healthy schools standards, packed lunches
should contain a healthy selection of food. Fizzy drinks and sweets/chocolate are not permitted. Glass
containers should not be brought to school. Lunch boxes should be labelled with your
child’s name and class.
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School rules and acceptable
behaviour
We hope that every parent will support us at school, especially in the important
area of promoting standards of acceptable behaviour from all the children. We
believe that trust and good relationships are more important that lots of rules. We
expect all children to follow this code. If they do not we will contact you, informally
at first to try and work out a good way to improve things, but if behaviour is
unacceptable our behaviour policy states that we can exclude your child from
school.

Positive Rewards
ClassDojo is a website which can be accessed on a computer or laptop, and also on
any Apple or Android device such as a tablet or smart phone. It is secure and also
an exciting way of keeping track of your child’s achievements.
ClassDojo deepens understanding between teachers, parents, and pupils.
` In the classroom, teachers can use ClassDojo to encourage positive behaviours like
curiosity and perseverance. Teachers can also send real-time messages to parents
using the messaging portion of ClassDojo to provide parents with updates on what
is happening at school. At home, you will be able to review your child's progress
and communicate simply and safely with your child's teacher.
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First Aid & Medicines
Not every illness needs to keep your child off school
Symptom
Diarrhoea and/ or vomiting
Conjunctivitis

Recommended period to be kept away
from nursery/ school
48 hours from last episode of diarrhoea or vomiting

Tonsillitis

None
The head lice need to be treated and your child
returned to school the same day
None

Glandular fever

None

Warts and Verrucae

None

Chickenpox

Five days from the onset of rash

Hand, Foot and Mouth

General cough and/ or cold

None
Until lesions are crusted and healed or 48 hours after commencing antibiotic treatment
None

Minor Headache

None

Sore throat

None

Head lice

Impetigo

The school has trained first aiders. Minor injuries are dealt with in school and noted in the accident book. Where a
child has a bump to the head, parents are notified in person or via a bumped head letter. If staff are at all concerned about a child, parents/carers will be contacted by phone or text. Should a child be seriously ill or injured,
an ambulance will be called and parents will be contacted.
Staff are able to administer medicines to pupils in school if the parents have completed an administration of
medicines form (available from the school office) and the medication has been issued by a chemist with the child’s
name and dosage instructions on the bottle/box.
Where children suffer from a medical condition or allergy, parents should fill in a medical notification form.
Parents of pupils with asthma must ensure that their child has an inhaler in school at all times, labelled with their
name.
It is important that the school is notified of allergies.
Should a child have a medical problem that requires special provision, a plan needs to be drawn up in conjunction
with parents and the school nurse to ensure the child’s needs are met. This includes any child with an epi-pen for
severe allergic reactions.

Child Protection
Parents should be aware that the school is required to take any reasonable action to ensure the safety of its
pupils. Where the school is concerned that a child may be subject to neglect, ill treatment or other forms of
abuse, the Child Protection procedures established by Derby City Child Protection Committee will be followed
and a referral to Social Services will be made. Where a referral is made, this is not an
accusation against parents/carers, but a request for further support by an appropriate body.
Parents will be informed when a referral is made, unless to do so may put a child at risk.
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Parents and Partners
Education is a joint responsibility between school and parents/carers. We value the contribution of
parents/carers and aim to make them welcome in the school.
Below are some examples of what is currently in place:











Dojo/Tapestry
Text messaging service
Newsletter—available on the website
Website
Curriculum meetings
Support network for parents via our Learning Mentor
Parent consultation meetings
Parents as volunteers
Work alongside your child sessions
Invitations to school performances

Believe Academy Trust
Believe Academy Trust is responsible for the conduct and strategic development of the school.
We also have a Governing Body working with the school. Governor details are available on the school website
and Dr Lynn Senior (Chair of Governors) can be contacted via the school office.

Charging Policy
To enhance curriculum provision, a range of additional activities take place across the year such as educational
visits, visiting providers and plays/performances. In order to make this possible, parents are asked to make a
voluntary contribution towards the cost. There is no obligation to contribute and no child will be excluded
from an activity on the basis of non-contribution. In case of financial hardship , the school can be approached
in confidence. However, if sufficient contributions are not received visits may not go ahead.

Complaints Procedure
We aim to resolve the majority of problems through informal discussion and parent/carers are urged to speak
to school staff as soon as possible about any concern. Where a parent/carer is not satisfied, or wants to
register a complaint in a formal way, then the school complaints procedure should be followed. A copy of this
can be found on the school website, or obtained from the school office.

Data Protection
In accordance with the Data Protection Act (1984), any details held on the computer are protected by law.
Security measures are in place to ensure that information is confidential and will only be discloses
to authorised, identified persons. The school holds a data protection registration.
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School Term Dates 2018-19
Autumn 2018
Children are in school from:

Monday 10th September - Friday 26th October
Monday 5th November - Friday 21st December
INSET DAY THURSDAY 6TH SEPTEMBER
INSET DAY FRIDAY 7TH SEPTEMBER
INSET DAY FRIDAY 5TH OCTOBER

Spring 2019
Children are in school from:
Monday 7th January - Friday 15th February
Monday 25th February - Friday 12th April

Summer 2019
Children are in school from:
Monday 29th April - Friday 24th May
Monday 3rd June - Thursday 25th July
INSET DAY MONDAY 24TH JUNE
INSET DAY FRIDAY 12TH JULY

Please note: Year 2 and Year 6 SAT’S testing week is 13th May 2019.
Please do not book holidays for this week as they will not be authorised.
Year 1 Phonics screening week is 10th June 2019
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